THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
chiefs were either killed in action or murdered. The last male
Beaufort, the Duke of Somerset, was among those murdered,
and the young heir to Henry VI was killed in the abbey itself,
perhaps in the very presence of Edward.
Tewkesbury seemed to be the end of all the Lancastrian hopes.
The courageous Queen, who had maintained the cause so long,
was later ransomed by the King of France, Louis XI, but there
was no one left in whom the Lancastrian claim could legitimately
centre.
The Last Twelve Years of Edward. From 1471 to 1483
Edward IV ruled in peace and with great success as undisputed
monarch—an undisputed monarch whose security was based on
the crime of Henry's assassination. Clarence was put to death
as a nuisance, for he was still quarrelling in 1478, and for some
years the country was calm. There was no foreign war, no
great strain for money, and therefore no necessity for sum-
moning a Parliament; only one short Parliament was summoned,
in 1478.
Bong Edward IV made an intelligent use of foreign trade, was
_ economical and strict in his accounts, and could carry on with-
out dependence upon the richer classes, who always took the
opportunity when Parliaments were summoned to interfere with
the government. He was helped by regular payments from
Louis XI of France, who thus purchased the neutrality of
England during the struggle for the unification of the French
realm—but, indeed, Edward was only too glad to avoid Con-
tinental complications. The revenue from the Customs was
now part of the regular income of the King, and a subsidy upon
wool also.
During these twelve years therefore Edward presented a
typical example of a Renaissance king—absolute in power—and
he founded, after the violent revolutions of the last twenty years,
that tradition of centralized rule which went on unbroken for
more than a hundred and fifty years. The legitimate Plan-
tagenet dynasty would have been secure had Edward lived; and
Edward would have lived had he been able to control his
appetities. But he did not control them; he grew debauched,
and the strong, friendly, and soldierly man which he had once
been thus condemned himself to an early death. Edward IV
died just before reaching his forty-first birthday, on April 9,
1483, and, dying so young, left his heir a child;
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